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From the Provincial’s Desk … 

1 August 2012 

Dear Brothers, 

I will not write a message this month as I feel all 

our focus must be on the ASSEMBLY. Elsewhere 

In this letter you will be provided with the 

information you need about the assembly.  

First of all, I ask you to come with passion for 

being brother. Come with enthusiasm to gather 

as one Province, to meet, to share, to listen, to 

change where necessary, to be open to the 

Spirit, to hold on to essentials or let go where 

you must and to have the whole Province of 

Southern Africa at heart. When Pope John XXIII 

convoked Vatican II, he asked the church to 

open the windows and let in the Spirit. Let us 

also open our windows and allow the Spirit to 

be our guide.  

 What do our Constitutions say about a 

Provincial Assembly? Clause 151.9 reads: 

 

I consider our forthcoming Assembly to be 

important as I believe it is time for all the 

members of our Province to consider and voice 

their ideas about the future direction of the 

Province. It is only the second Assembly since 

the foundation of the Province 13 years ago. As 

we enter our teenage years, we have an 

opportunity to mature and be audacious in 

facing the future with Jesus as our focus and 

Mary as our Good Mother. Our former superior 

general, Br. Charles Howard, frequently used 

words like “audacious” and “daring”, and they 

have resonated with me ever since. At the end 

of his term, the logo of the 1993 General 

Chapter (see p.6) carried the phrase: Daring in 

Hope. They smack of optimism for the future.. 

Consult a list of synonyms for “audacious” and 

you will find a rich list of adjectives suggesting 

attitudes to adopt when we meet in Lusaka: 

brave, daring, bold, dauntless, fearless, intrepid, 

unfearing, daring, venturesome, and venturous 

AUDACIOUS! Some word! Some challenge! 
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The Provincial Assembly 

The Brother Provincial can convoke a 

Provincial Assembly. This is a 

meeting open to all the Brothers in 

order to bring the Brothers and the 

communities into closer contact, and 

to arouse the interest of all by a 

study of the important questions 

concerning the Province. This 

consultative assembly does not 

replace the Provincial Chapter. The 

Brother Provincial may also invite 

other persons. 

http://www.elook.org/dictionary/brave.html
http://www.elook.org/dictionary/dauntless.html
http://www.elook.org/dictionary/fearless.html
http://www.elook.org/dictionary/intrepid.html
http://www.elook.org/dictionary/unfearing.html
http://www.elook.org/dictionary/daring.html
http://www.elook.org/dictionary/venturesome.html
http://www.elook.org/dictionary/venturous.html
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What can we expect from the assembly? 
 Meeting the Brothers of the province. 

 Learning about communities and works in 

other parts of the Province. 

 Understanding more about the finances of 

the Province. 

 Examining to what extent we are 

responding to the calls of the XXI General 

Chapter. 

 Having time to share, to think, to pray, and 

to reflect. 

 

Spending time with Jesus at the Provincial Assembly 

In Luke 22:15, Jesus expresses his eager longing to share the Passover meal with his disciples. Our 

Assembly will include stopping our usual activities and simply spending time with Jesus. Jesus still longs 

to meet his disciples, namely ourselves, at St Dominic’s Seminary in Lusaka. 

 Mary Magdalene went and announced to 

the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and 

she told them that he had said these things 

to her. 

There are many stories about Mary Magdalene 

that are not biblical, but they are told so often, 

people believe they are true. These stories 

point out people’s fascination with Mary’s 

character. What we do know of her is that she 

was a faithful, devoted disciple of Jesus, one of 

the few brave ones who stood at the foot of the 

cross at Calvary and who dared to risk going to 

her teacher’s tomb early in the morning to 

anoint his body. 

What spurred Mary Magdalene to this 

tremendous dedication to Jesus so that she 

would risk her life for him? 

I think it came from spending so much time 

with Jesus, listening to him speak to the people, 

and observing the deep bonds he had with the 

Father as he went alone to pray on the 

mountainside.  

The life of Mary Magdalene calls to us during 

our assembly, urging us to spend more time 

with Jesus as she did. Our hearts too can be 

ablaze with devotion and courage if we are 

willing to give our time at the assembly 

wholeheartedly to Jesus. 

Prayer for the assembly 

Mary Magdalene, 

 

you were ablaze with love and devotion 

for the Great Teacher. 

I long to have my heart set on fire, too. 

Amen  
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OUTREACH TO LOCAL PEOPLE 

Mulungushi Community takes a lead 

With Mary we go to new lands…going down the 

road less travelled. 

“To teach children you must love them and love 

them equally”. This “golden rule” of 

Champagnat’s is familiar to the Brothers and lay 

colleagues throughout the Marist world. Earlier 

this year, St. Paul’s community decided to take 

the road less travelled by engaging all 

stakeholders concerning the care of the girl-

child in the area. The initiative was triggered by 

the alarming dropout rate of girls from school.  

An “indaba” was convened on 15  February 

2012. Among those present were 22 headmen, 

the senior induna of Chief Mukonchi, Sister 

Superior of Mulungushi community, the police 

officer in charge of St. Paul’s police post, a 

social worker and Brother superior of St. Paul’s 

community. 

Two years ago St. Paul’s secondary clocked 50 

years. The Golden Jubilee was a moment of 

celebration and, at the same time, an 

opportunity of introspection. Since its inception 

much development has taken place, the most 

notable being the incorporation of day pupils in 

the main stream. Since then many attempts 

have been made to ensure that day pupils 

(most coming from humble backgrounds) are 

fully integrated.  

 

The Marist Brothers as managing agency 

adopted a policy of 50-50 enrolment, meaning 

half boarders and half day pupils. But this ideal 

is very far from been realized for various 

reasons. Among the reasons, the following 

were identified at the indaba: early marriages, 

child abuse, child labour, unwanted 

pregnancies, and drug abuse. Furthermore, it 

was noted that parental involvement in the 

children’s education is very poor. For most 

parents, farming is a priority and few bother 

whether children go to school or not. 

It was suggested that a sensitization program 

be carried out in all villages around St. Paul’s 

and beyond. All stakeholders were to 

contribute to the program by offering their 

expertise.  Therefore, all stakeholders present – 

Marist Brothers, Little Servant Sisters of Mary, 

clinic staff, police officers, community trainers 

and headmen, were to participate fully in the 

two-month sensitization program. It 

commenced at the end of February and ended 

late April. All targeted villages were sensitized: 

the target group comprised children and 

parents. Headmen organized their people and 

ensured that everyone attended the meetings.  

The Marist Brothers came in with their 

expertise in education and elaborated fully on 

the importance of education and the re-entry 

policy championed by the Ministry of 

Education. 

A lawyer from the National Legal Aid Clinic 
for Women leading a workshop for teachers 

 

Men and Women of Kabonso village  
attending the meeting on child-abuse 
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Medical personnel sensitized people on the 

dangers and complications involved in early 

marriages, unwanted pregnancies and drug 

abuse. While police officers came in as law-

enforcers and explained how seriously crimes 

related to school going children were regarded. 

The idea behind all this was to foster 

community-involvement in ensuring that the 

girl-child gets education by fighting against 

early marriages, unwanted pregnancies and 

child abuse. 

This programme attracted the Law Association 

of Zambia-National Legal Aid Clinic for Women 

who came in and conducted a workshop on 

child-abuse for both teachers and pupils of St. 

Paul’s Secondary in March. The presenters 

included qualified lawyers, paralegal officers 

and counsellors. (Br Chiza Phiri) 

Looking for a prayer for a School 

Assembly? Try this website … 

Below is a sample assembly prayer taken from a 

collection of such prayers for each day of the 

year produced by Br Nicholas Hutchinson FSC. 

www.prayingeachday.org 

Each of the 365 prayers in the collection begins 

with a short reflection followed by an 

appropriate prayer in straightforward language. 

 

  

5 SEPTEMBER 

Leader: 

Mother Teresa worked with the poorest of 

the poor in Calcutta, India. She said that 

“being unwanted is the most terrible 

disease a human being can experience.” 

Today, 5 September, is the anniversary of 

her death in 1997 she died. She wrote this 

about dying: 

“When you die, the Lord will not ask you 

how much you have done with your life, 

but how much love you have put into the 

doing.” 

Let us pray: 

God our Father, may all of life’s 

experiences lead us to grow as people 

who always put love into all that we do. 

May we live in such a way that our 

attitudes and words and actions reflect to 

all people their own value, dignity and 

self-worth, helping people to feel wanted 

and appreciated for who they are. 

Amen. 

(http://www.prayingeachday.org/Sept05.pdf) 

Students listen to facilitators 

Teachers in dialogue with facilitators 

http://www.prayingeachday.org/
http://www.prayingeachday.org/Sept05.pdf
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Birthday greetings for August 

 

13 August 1987 Baptista Fernando  

14 August 1981 David Kachoka 

20 August 1983  Patrick Banda 

21 August 1975 Tomás Sawayenga 

23 August 1968 John Katumbi 

24 August 1947 Joe Walton 

25 August 1945 Luis Sobrado 

27 August 1976 Benjamine Tweah 

29 August 1964 Raphael Mariso 

Br Joe’s Calendar August 2012 

 

1-3 Lilongwe 

4   FINAL PROFESSION 

Brother-Joseph Nsambo  

4  Silver Jubilee-Evaristus Kasambwe 

5  Travel to Lusaka  

8-15  Province Assembly 

15  Renewal of Vows. 

16-25  Visit to Brothers in Zambia 

26 Travel to Lilongwe 

27-31 Lilongwe 

Making the MARIST STYLE OF EDUCATION a Reality 

How well do we know our students? 

The first characteristic of Marcellin’s education 

charism identified in the document In the 

Footsteps of Champagnat is PRESENCE. The 

article below by one of our scholastics in 

Nairobi highlights how he discovered the 

importance of entering into the world of 

teenagers in order to understand their 

attitudes and modes of behaviour.  

To be a Marist Brother is not a question of 

religious prestige, but of continuing the spirit of 

the Founder, the essence of which is that his 

successors need to be engaged with 

marginalised and needy youth. In our times, 

religious life needs to face enormous global 

challenges, some of which are greater than 

poverty whether spiritual, material, or mental. 

For example, here in Kenya, suicide has almost 

become an “in-thing”, a fashion, particularly 

among students aged between 12 and 20. 

During my pastoral activity at Dagoretti High 

School, I thought of investigating the roots of 

this scourge among people. After all, the 

uniqueness of a human as an animal rationality. 

It wasn't an easy task... 

After a long journey with the students and 

some members of the staff, some of the 

youngsters opened up their world and shared 

many aspects of their lives with me. According 

to them, suicide is on the increase in their age 

group on account of the unrealistic 

expectations of society, including their parents 

and educators. The malicious aspect is that 

when parental encouragement to work very 

hard is followed by “failures”, the child is 

regarded as a rebel by the family. And outside 

the family, the person is regarded as being 

ignorant and of low social status.  

The author with some Dagoretti students 
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To talk of things spiritual is to mention an 

animal that doesn’t exist in the horizon of 

young people. Neither their parents nor their 

circle have any inkling or understanding of 

religious life. The worst element is that the 

youngsters have not matured morally. Many of 

them come from broken families, not to 

mention single-parent families, including cases 

headed by a man. As a result, they have no 

moral sense: for them, the purpose of life is to 

accumulate riches and nothing else.  

After interviewing sixty students, I discovered 

that 85% have very little knowledge of their 

parentage, or even don’t know their own 

parents. While for 85% of them both parents 

are still alive, they scarcely meet them: “there 

isn’t enough time.” The perceptions of the 

seven teachers interviewed were by and large 

similar to those of the students. 

Dear Brothers, I think it’s high time to roll up 

our sleeves and plunge into the world of 

innocents in order to save their souls. The new 

generation is dying for lack of green pastures. 

Gathering with courage and hope, let us make 

the dream of Marcellin flourish in our time. 

(Brother Ângelo Atibo, MIC) 

 

Logo of the General Chapter held in 1993 – DARING IN HOPE 

 

  

More Dagoretti students with the author 
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FAMILY SPIRIT at Saint Henry’s Marist Brothers College, Durban 

"Recently one of the Marist Durban students, 

Joshua Francis, 10 years of age, received the 

devastating news that he was suffering from 

kidney failure. 

After tests were made it was decided that his 

father was able to donate one of his kidneys to 

his son. 

For weeks before the operation the school got 

right behind the Francis family. Prayers were 

said, the whole school from head prefect down 

started wearing pink ribbons on their blazers in 

prayerful support of Joshua and his father. 

During the Champagnat Mass, Bishop Barry 

Woods blessed Joshua and his mother - the 

father was still at work- and on the day of the 

operation the chapel was filled all day by 

individuals saying prayers for him. 

After the lengthy operation of taking a kidney 

from his father and transferring it to Joshua the 

school waited with bated breath. 

When it was announced over the school's 

intercom that the operation was an immediate 

success it was wonderful to hear cheering 

coming from all the classes around the school. 

Joshua's mother remarked – “This could only 

happen in a Marist school -  it is a true family.” 

Joshua had to stay in an isolation ward for 

some time and then must stay at home for 

three months.  Another cheer will resound the 

day he comes back to his school family." (Br 

Martin Whiteford)  

 

 

  

Pupils praying for Joshua 
Unless you become like a little child… 

YOUR PRAYERS are requested for … 

All those travelling to the Provincial Assembly in Lusaka. 

The family of Sante Battiston (85), a cousin to Br Mario Colussi, who passed away 

on 30 June after years of great suffering. RIP. 

Father Charles Banda (63), a diocesan priest and cousin-brother  to Br Nicholas 

Banda. Father Charles died suddenly on 15 July 2012. RIP. 

The people living in situations where major violence threatens their day-to-day 

lives (e.g. eastern Congo, northern Nigeria, Syria and others) and particuarly for 

our Brothers who work there e.g. our community in Aleppo,  Syria who currently 

(28 August) find themselves in the middle of a major armed conflict. 
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ON-GOING FORMATION for both Brothers & Laypersons 

 WORKSHOP ON EVANGELIZERS IN THE MIDST OF YOUTH (MARIST YOUTH MINISTRY) for all the 

Administrative Units in Africa 27 August – 1 September 2012 Nairobi: Leonard Brito, José Hebo 

(“Richa”) Francisco, Chiza Phiri. Fortune Chakasara, as a member of the African Mission Team, is 

one of the organising team. 

 PILGRIMAGE to Rome and Champagnat country: 10 – 25 September 2012: Joe Walton and Jude 

Pieterse with two lay colleagues from each Marist school in South Africa. 

 THIRD-AGE PROGRAMME 17 October – 14 December 2012 Manziana Mario Colussi 

 MID-LIFE PROGRAMME 27 January – 13 June 2013 Manziana: Arthur Ganiza and Patrick Bwalya  

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT 

The bus to Emmaus  

A young medical student had to be away from his fiancée for a month to 

take a comprehensive exam in his last year at college. This was agony for 

him, to be separated so far from his love. Sad and depressed, he was 

travelling on a bus from Ithaca, New York to New Haven, Connecticut. At a 

the Greyhound station halt, a rather dreary place, he sat down on a 

revolving seat at a dirty counter. The counter was U-shaped, so he found 

himself sitting across from an old woman. She saw him and said, “Honey, you sure do look depressed.” 

He said, “I am,” and before he knew it, he was crying.  

The woman reached across the counter to pat his cheek with a dirt-under-

the-fingernail hand, and he pulled back when he saw it. She simply asked, 

“What’s wrong, Honey?” and he told her about his fiancée, and how much 

he loved her, and how much he missed her. He showed the woman her 

picture. The woman said, “Oh, I’ve never seen such a beautiful young 

woman.” 

Then the old woman began to tell him that she was married to a travelling salesman who passed away. 

And she related how they used to weep, both of them, each time he had to go away, but how happy 

they were when he returned. She said, “Marriage is wonderful. You’re going to have a wonderful 

marriage. Everything’s going to be fine.” 

And then she suggested he might feel better if he had something to eat, so she ordered a doughnut. 

And the woman took the doughnut, broke it, and she gave it to him. As she did, an announcement 

came over the loudspeaker, and she said, “Oh my goodness! My bus is here.” And she disappeared. 

Only then were his eyes opened and he recognised the visitation in the breaking of the doughnut. 
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OFFICIAL ACCEPTANCE OF THE POSTULANTS 

The year began with nine postulants from four 

of our countries: Zambia(3), Zimbabwe (2), 

Angola(1) and Malawi(3). After some time, the 

two Zimbabweans went back on the conviction 

that they were not called to Marist 

brotherhood while the Angolan was advised to 

learn English. He is due to join other Angolans 

in the pre-postulancy at Kabwe. Hopefully, he 

will join next year’s group. 

After spending a half-year at Champagnat 

House, the six young men that remained at the 

postulancy requested the Provincial to allow 

them to be officially accepted as postulants. A 

day of recollection proceeded the colourful 

ceremony that took place during Holy Mass at 

4.30 p.m. on Friday 29 June. The Provincial was 

invited as guest of honour for the occasion. The 

community appreciated his taking the time on 

the eve of a Provincial Council meeting due to 

start on the next day  

Those attending included Br Dostie and all the 

Marist Brothers living on the Mtendere 

Campus, a clutch of Presentation Sisters and 

novices, some Teresian Sisters, and selected 

students from the two local Marist schools to 

provide support in the singing. A number of 

priests from the parish and St. Kizito Minor 

Seminary were also present.  

During the celebration led by our chaplain, Fr. 

Mnemba, Br. Joe presented each postulant with 

a bible, the Marist cross, and a rosary. After 

Mass, all the guests were invited for a meal – a 

surprise appreciated by the school students! 

May the good Lord continue to guide our 

postulants in realizing their call in life. (Br Frank 

Mwambucha) 

 

  

Presentations to the young men 

Cutting the celebratory cake 

Entrance Procession 
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ASSEMBLY – Preparation by Communities and Individuals 

 

1. ARRIVAL: Wednesday 8 August  

2. DEPARTURE: Wednesday 15 August  

3. COMMUNITY COLLAGES – to be organised by  

Community Superiors 

4. COLLAGES of Marist Schools and other Marist works 

- to be prepared by those involved. 

5. MENU: Before travelling, inform Patrick Bwalya and 

Nicholas Banda if you have special dietary needs. 

patrickbwalya@hotmail.com and 

nicbanda@hotmail.com  

6. HEALTH: Before travelling, inform Patrick Bwalya and Nicholas Banda if you have special needs. 

patrickbwalya@hotmail.com and nicbanda@hotmail.com  

7. LITURGY AND PRAYERS:  

a. Opening Session – JOE WALTON 

b. Closing Mass & Profession Ceremony – CHIZA PHIRI, JOE NSAMBO, “RICARDO” FRANCISCO  

c. Morning prayers and Holy Mass (RESPECTIVE COUNCILLORS to arrange for each country. 

Preferably bring the photocopies you need) 

i. Thu 9 Aug – Zambia 

ii. Fri 10 Aug – Angola 

iii. Sat 11 Aug – Zimbabwe 

iv. Sun 12 Aug – Mozambique 

v. Mon 13 Aug – Malawi 

vi. Tue 14 Aug – South Africa 

d. Marial Moments daily from Thursday to Tuesday: MARIO COLUSSI 

8. If possible bring your own copy of … (a) XXI Chapter Document (b) Br Emili’s Circular  

9. Don’t forget your toiletries (Toothbrush, toothpaste, soap, shaving gear, etc.)  

 

mailto:patrickbwalya@hotmail.com
mailto:nicbanda@hotmail.com
mailto:patrickbwalya@hotmail.com
mailto:nicbanda@hotmail.com

